[Bradycardia-tachycardia syndrome during spinal anesthesia].
A 78-year-old man developed bradycardia with decreased level of consciousness followed by sinus arrest during femoropopliteal bypass surgery under subarachnoid anesthesia. Early in the recovery period, a similar clinical picture developed, with bradycardia but no change in level of consciousness. Sinus node automaticity or sinoatrial conduction abnormalities were suspected, and a 24-hour Holter electrocardiogram revealed bradycardia-tachycardia syndrome. The patient was prescribed amiodarone and anticoagulant therapy with acenocoumarol; no further episodes occurred during hospitalization. Bradycardia-tachycardia syndrome is a sinus node disorder that manifests intermittently. It can become apparent during or shortly after surgery, leading to problems of differential diagnosis.